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Subpart A—General Information 

§ 3430.1 Applicability of regulations. 

(a) This part provides agency specific 
regulations regarding the application 
for, evaluation, award, and post-award 
administration of Cooperative State 
Research, Education, and Extension 
Service (CSREES) awards, and are sup-
plementary to the uniform assistance 
regulations at 7 CFR parts 3016 (State, 
local, and tribal governments), 3019 (in-
stitutions of higher education, hos-
pitals, and nonprofits), and 3015 (all 
others), as applicable. 

(b) Competitive programs. This part ap-
plies to all agricultural research, edu-
cation, and extension competitive and 
related programs for which the Cooper-
ative State Research, Education, and 
Extension Service (CSREES) has ad-
ministrative or other authority, as 
well as any other Federal assistance 
program delegated to the CSREES ad-
ministrator. In cases where regulations 
of this part conflict with existing regu-
lations of CSREES in title 7 (i.e., 7 
CFR parts 3400 through 3499) of the 
Code of Federal Regulations, regula-
tions of this part shall supersede. This 
part does not apply to the Small Busi-
ness Innovation Research (SBIR) Pro-
gram. 

(c) Noncompetitive programs. Subparts 
A, B, D, and E of this part, as well as 
§ 3430.35, apply to all noncompetitive 
agricultural research, education, and 
extension programs administered by 
CSREES, as well as any other Federal 
assistance program delegated to the 
CSREES administrator. 

(d) Grant programs administered on be-
half of other agencies. Subparts A 
through E of this part, as appropriate, 
apply to competitive and noncompeti-
tive grants administered on behalf of 
other agencies of the Federal govern-
ment. Requirements specific to these 
grant programs will be included in the 
program solicitations or RFAs. 

(e) Grant programs administered jointly 
with other agencies. Subparts A through 
E of this part, as appropriate, apply to 
competitive and noncompetitive grants 
administered jointly with other agen-
cies of the Federal government. Re-
quirements specific to these grant pro-
grams will be included in the appro-

priate program solicitations or RFAs 
published by both or either agency. 

(f) Formula fund grants programs. This 
part does not apply to any of the for-
mula grant programs administered by 
CSREES. Formula funds are the re-
search funds provided to 1862 land- 
grant institutions and agricultural ex-
periment stations under the Hatch Act 
of 1887 (7 U.S.C. 361a, et seq.); extension 
funds provided to 1862 land-grant insti-
tutions under sections 3(b) and 3(c)) of 
the Smith-Lever Act (7 U.S.C. 343(b) 
and (c)) and section 208(c) of the Dis-
trict of Columbia Public Postsecondary 
Education Reorganization Act, Public 
Law 93–471; agricultural extension and 
research funds provided to 1890 land- 
grant institutions under sections 1444 
and 1445 of the National Agricultural 
Research, Extension, and Teaching 
Policy Act of 1977 (NARETPA) (7 U.S.C. 
3221 and 3222); expanded food and nutri-
tion education program funds author-
ized under section 3(d) of the Smith- 
Lever Act to the 1862 land-grant insti-
tutions and the 1890 land-grant institu-
tions; extension funds under the Re-
newable Resources Extension Act for 
the 1862 land-grant institutions and the 
1890 land-grant institutions; research 
funds provided to forestry schools 
under the McIntire-Stennis Coopera-
tive Forestry Research Act of 1962 (16 
U.S.C. 582a, et seq.); and animal health 
and disease research funds provided to 
veterinary schools and agricultural ex-
periment stations under section 1433 of 
NARETPA (7 U.S.C. 3195). 

§ 3430.2 Definitions. 

As used in this part: 
1862 Land-Grant Institution means an 

institution eligible to receive funds 
under the Act of July 2, 1862, as amend-
ed (7 U.S.C. 301 et seq.). Unless other-
wise stated for a specific program, this 
term includes a research foundation 
maintained by such an institution. 

1890 Land-Grant Institution means one 
of those institutions eligible to receive 
funds under the Act of August 30, 1890, 
as amended (7 U.S.C. 321 et seq.), includ-
ing Tuskegee University and West Vir-
ginia State University. Unless other-
wise stated for a specific program, this 
term includes a research foundation 
maintained by such an institution. 
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1994 Land-Grant Institution means one 
of those institutions as defined in sec-
tion 532 of the Equity in Educational 
Land-Grant Status Act of 1994, as 
amended (7 U.S.C. 301 note). These in-
stitutions are commonly referred to as 
Tribal Colleges or Universities. 

Administrator means the Adminis-
trator of the Cooperative State Re-
search, Education, and Extension Serv-
ice (CSREES) and any other officer or 
employee of the CSREES to whom the 
authority involved is delegated. 

Advisory Board means the National 
Agricultural Research, Extension, Edu-
cation, and Economics Advisory Board. 

Agricultural research means research 
in the food and agricultural sciences. 

Applied research means research that 
includes expansion of the findings of 
fundamental research to uncover prac-
tical ways in which new knowledge can 
be advanced to benefit individuals and 
society. 

Authorized Departmental Officer or 
ADO means the Secretary or any em-
ployee of the Department with dele-
gated authority to issue or modify 
grant instruments on behalf of the Sec-
retary. 

Authorized Representative or AR 
means the President or Chief Executive 
Officer of the applicant organization or 
the official, designated by the Presi-
dent or Chief Executive Officer of the 
applicant organization, who has the au-
thority to commit the resources of the 
organization to the project. 

Budget period means the interval of 
time (usually 12 months) into which 
the project period is divided for budg-
etary and reporting purposes. 

Cash contributions means the recipi-
ent’s cash outlay, including the outlay 
of money contributed to the recipient 
by non-Federal third parties. 

Citizen or national of the United States 
means a citizen or native resident of a 
State; or, a person defined in the Immi-
gration and Nationality Act, 8 U.S.C. 
1101(a)(22), who, though not a citizen of 
the United States, owes permanent al-
legiance to the United States. When 
eligibility is claimed solely on the 
basis of permanent allegiance, docu-
mentary evidence from the Immigra-
tion and Naturalization Service as to 
such eligibility must be made available 
to CSREES upon request. 

College or university means, unless de-
fined in a separate subpart, an edu-
cational institution in any State 
which: 

(1) Admits as regular students only 
persons having a certificate of gradua-
tion from a school providing secondary 
education, or the recognized equivalent 
of such a certificate; 

(2) Is legally authorized within such 
State to provide a program of edu-
cation beyond secondary education; 

(3) Provides an educational program 
for which a bachelor’s degree or any 
other higher degree is awarded; 

(4) Is a public or other nonprofit in-
stitution; and 

(5) Is accredited by a nationally rec-
ognized accrediting agency or associa-
tion. Unless otherwise stated for a spe-
cific program, this term includes a re-
search foundation maintained by such 
an institution. 

Department means the United States 
Department of Agriculture. 

Education activity or teaching activity 
means formal classroom instruction, 
laboratory instruction, and practicum 
experience in the food and agricultural 
sciences and other related matters 
such as faculty development, student 
recruitment and services, curriculum 
development, instructional materials 
and equipment, and innovative teach-
ing methodologies. 

Established and demonstrated capacity 
means that an organization has met 
the following criteria: 

(1) Conducts any systematic study di-
rected toward new or fuller knowledge 
and understanding of the subject stud-
ied; or, 

(2) Systematically relates or applies 
the findings of research or scientific 
experimentation to the application of 
new approaches to problem solving, 
technologies, or management prac-
tices; and 

(3) Has facilities, qualified personnel, 
independent funding, and prior projects 
and accomplishments in research or 
technology transfer. 

Extension means informal education 
program conducted in the States in co-
operation with the Unites States De-
partment of Agriculture. 

Extension activity means an act or 
process that delivers science-based 
knowledge and informal educational 
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programs to people, enabling them to 
make practical decisions. 

Food and agricultural sciences. The 
term ‘‘food and agricultural sciences’’ 
means basic, applied, and develop-
mental research, extension, and teach-
ing activities in food and fiber, agricul-
tural, renewable natural resources, for-
estry, and physical and social sciences, 
including activities relating to the fol-
lowing: 

(1) Animal health, production, and 
well-being. 

(2) Plant health and production. 
(3) Animal and plant germ plasm col-

lection and preservation. 
(4) Aquaculture. 
(5) Food safety. 
(6) Soil and water conservation and 

improvement. 
(7) Forestry, horticulture, and range 

management. 
(8) Nutritional sciences and pro-

motion. 
(9) Farm enhancement, including fi-

nancial management, input efficiency, 
and profitability. 

(10) Home economics. 
(11) Rural human ecology. 
(12) Youth development and agricul-

tural education, including 4–H clubs. 
(13) Expansion of domestic and inter-

national markets for agricultural com-
modities and products, including agri-
cultural trade barrier identification 
and analysis. 

(14) Information management and 
technology transfer related to agri-
culture. 

(15) Biotechnology related to agri-
culture. 

(16) The processing, distributing, 
marketing, and utilization of food and 
agricultural products. 

Fundamental research means research 
that increases knowledge or under-
standing of the fundamental aspects of 
phenomena and has the potential for 
broad application, and has an effect on 
agriculture, food, nutrition, or the en-
vironment. 

Graduate degree means a Master’s or 
doctoral degree. 

Grant means the award by the Au-
thorized Departmental Officer of funds 
to an eligible grantee to assist in meet-
ing the costs of conducting for the ben-
efit of the public, an identified project 
which is intended and designed to ac-

complish the purpose of the program as 
identified in the program solicitation 
or RFA. 

Grantee means the organization des-
ignated in the grant award document 
as the responsible legal entity to which 
a grant is awarded. 

Insular area means the Common-
wealth of Puerto Rico, Guam, Amer-
ican Samoa, the Commonwealth of the 
Northern Mariana Islands, the Fed-
erated States of Micronesia, the Repub-
lic of the Marshall Islands, the Repub-
lic of Palau, and the Virgin Islands of 
the United States. 

Integrated means to incorporate two 
or three components of the agricul-
tural knowledge system (research, edu-
cation, and extension) around a prob-
lem area or activity. 

Land-grant Institutions means the 1862 
Land-Grant Institutions, 1890 Land- 
Grant Institutions, and 1994 Land- 
Grant Institutions. 

Matching or cost sharing means that 
portion of allowable project or program 
costs not borne by the Federal Govern-
ment, including the value of in-kind 
contributions. 

Merit review means an evaluation of a 
proposed project or elements of a pro-
posed program whereby the technical 
quality and relevance to regional or 
national goals are assessed. 

Merit reviewers means peers and other 
individuals with expertise appropriate 
to conduct merit review of a proposed 
project. 

Methodology means the project ap-
proach to be followed. 

Mission-linked research means re-
search on specifically identified agri-
cultural problems which, through a 
continuum of efforts, provides informa-
tion and technology that may be trans-
ferred to users and may relate to a 
product, practice, or process. 

National laboratories include Federal 
laboratories that are government- 
owned contractor-operated or govern-
ment-owned government-operated. 
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Peer reviewers means experts or con-
sultants qualified by training and expe-
rience to give expert advice on the sci-
entific and technical merit of grant ap-
plications or the relevance of those ap-
plications to one or more of the appli-
cation evaluation criteria. Peer review-
ers may be adhoc or convened as a 
panel. 

Prior approval means written ap-
proval by an Authorized Departmental 
Officer evidencing prior consent. 

Private research organization means 
any non-governmental corporation, 
partnership, proprietorship, trust, or 
other organization. 

Private sector means all non-public 
entities, including for-profit and non-
profit commercial and non-commercial 
entities, and including private or inde-
pendent educational associations. 

Program Officer means a CSREES in-
dividual who is responsible for the 
technical oversight of the award on be-
half of USDA. 

Project means the particular activity 
within the scope of the program sup-
ported by a grant award. 

Project Director or PD means the sin-
gle individual designated by the grant-
ee in the grant application and ap-
proved by the Authorized Depart-
mental Officer who is responsible for 
the direction and management of the 
project, also known as a Principal In-
vestigator (PI) for research activities. 

Project period means the total length 
of time, as stated in the award docu-
ment and modifications thereto, if any, 
during which Federal sponsorship be-
gins and ends. 

Research means any systematic study 
directed toward new or fuller knowl-
edge and understanding of the subject 
studied. 

Scientific peer review is an evaluation 
of the technical quality of a proposed 
project and its relevance to regional or 
national goals, performed by experts 
with the scientific knowledge and tech-
nical skills to conduct the proposed re-
search work. 

Secretary means the Secretary of Ag-
riculture and any other officer or em-
ployee of the Department to whom the 
authority involved is delegated. 

State means any one of the fifty 
States, the District of Columbia, and 
the insular areas. 

Third party in-kind contributions 
means the value of non-cash contribu-
tions of property or services provided 
by non-Federal third parties, including 
real property, equipment, supplies and 
other expendable property, directly 
benefiting and specifically identifiable 
to a funded project or program. 

United States means the several 
States, the District of Columbia, and 
the insular areas. 

Units of State government means all 
State institutions, including the for-
mal divisions of State government (i.e., 
the official state agencies such as de-
partments of transportation and edu-
cation), local government agencies 
(e.g., a county human services office), 
and including state educational insti-
tutions (e.g., public colleges and uni-
versities). 

§ 3430.3 Deviations. 

Any request by the applicant or 
grantee for a waiver or deviation from 
any provision of this part shall be sub-
mitted to the ADO identified in the 
agency specific requirements. CSREES 
shall review the request and notify the 
applicant/grantee whether the request 
to deviate has been approved within 30 
calendar days from the date of receipt 
of the deviation request. If the devi-
ation request is still under consider-
ation at the end of 30 calendar days, 
CSREES shall inform the applicant/ 
grantee in writing of the date when the 
applicant/grantee may expect the deci-
sion. 

§ 3430.4 Other applicable statutes and 
regulations. 

Several Federal statutes and regula-
tions apply to grant applications con-
sidered for review and to project grants 
awarded under CSREES grant pro-
grams. These include, but are not lim-
ited to: 

7 CFR Part 1, subpart A—USDA implemen-
tation of the Freedom of Information Act. 

7 CFR Part 3—USDA implementation of 
OMB Circular No. A–129, regarding debt man-
agement. 

7 CFR Part 15, subpart A—USDA imple-
mentation of Title VI of the Civil Rights Act 
of 1964, as amended. 

7 CFR Part 331 and 9 CFR Part 121—USDA 
implementation of the Agricultural Bioter-
rorism Protection Act of 2002. 
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